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“If there is any one secret of success,
it lies in the ability to get the other
person's point of view and see things
from their angle as well as your own”
Henry Ford

Empathy
This month, it was the return of the value I considered to be the most important of all our school
values, Empathy. It’s a value which, if used correctly by everyone, helps our everyday
conversations and our understanding of each other. We began thinking about empathy in terms of
feelings - listing a whole host of positive and negative emotions. The children were taught that
negative feelings can be just as important as positive ones in the way we feel and process
information. We then applied this to practical examples such as feelings associated with winning
the lottery or losing a pet. The children were taught that the feelings of one person might not be
the same as another person about the same experience. Finally, we did some drama on applying
some empathy to scenarios we might see in school such as lining up for lunch or being tackled in
football. Through using the emotional intelligence that empathy brings, the children were able to
see how they could change conversations for the better. Now it’s about practicing the theory!
Our value of the month for March is Politeness.
Headteacher
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Fri 1st March | from 4.30pm
FOPHS Disco
Thurs 7th March
World Book Day
Thurs 7th March | 5.30pm
Parent Forum
Fri 8th March
New School Council Elections
Mon 11th March | 7pm
Governor Resources Committee
Thurs 14th March
Y2 Class Assembly
Fri 15th March
Comic Relief
Mon 18th – Fri 22nd March
Spring Term Assessment Week
Mon 25th March
Governor Improvement
Committee
Tues 26th March
Pupil Progress Meetings
Tues 26th March
Reception Parents Evening
Wed 27th March
Reception Parents Evening

Young Voices
Our Young Voices team managed to
brave the weather conditions and
had a fantastic time at the O2
stadium. Initially, the children were
placed quite high up but were able to
move to a really good viewing
position and sang their hearts out
with other schools from all over the
country. Towards the end of the day,
Tony Hadley made an appearance
which I’m sure delighted the gold-en
generation.
A big thank you to all the parents
who went down to support the event.
We will return to the O2 next year!

Parent Forum
Parent Forum is taking place on
Thursday 7th March from 5.30 till
6.30pm. There is a suggestions
post on Facebook for the theme
this term. What is on your minds?
What would you like to see
happen in school? Please
contribute to the debate. In the
past, Parent Forum has helped
shaped the Behaviour Policy,
Homework Policy, special events,
communication, revision to
Values and increased sporting
clubs and competition. I’m sure
parents that either currently
attend or have attended in the
past will testify that the forum
really does make a difference so
do get involved in deciding the
theme.

Maths Quiz
We’re very proud of our team of Year 5 children who went to Hobletts Manor School to take part in
a maths quiz. There were two rounds of general questions, one round on estimation and another
on memory. Our team managed to finish 3rd out of 10 schools and now stand a chance of being
selected for this year’s finals to be announced at a later date.

Week of 01/02/19
Cancelled due to snow weather
and Young Voices

Week of 08/02/19
Rec  Whole Class
Y1  Leo Coles
Y2  Tristan Stevens
Y3  Jasmine Curtain
Y4  Zara Milligan
Y5  Kurt Preston
Y6  Netball Team

Drama Workshop
Thanks to Mrs Linsell who works for the
company, J & C Education, all children in the
school were given free drama workshops
tailored to their age groups. The staff and
children were highly positive about this day in
their feedback and were able to do a whole
series of activities to explore their dramatic
ideas. The workshops have given us food for
thought about how we might be able to
improve drama as we continue with our work
towards the Arts Mark.

New Teaching Assistant
Recruitment at Pixies is one of the most important roles the leadership
undertake. We want to be as certain as we can be that we are appointing the
right people. After 3 attempts, we are delighted to have appointed Mrs Heron
as the new teaching assistant who will work with children in Year 4. Mrs Heron
has a number of years experience of working at Galley Hill School and brings
a wealth of skills and talent. The children really warmed to her on the day and
she was very much the stand out candidate of the four people interviewed.
Mrs Heron will start work at Pixies on 6th March

• We have set aside Friday 10th May to run a special Culture Day. Each class has chosen

•

a country to explore and the children will learn about languages, flags, music, food,
unusual facts, etc. You don’t need to do anything special for the day but I’m sure the
children will have a lot to share with you when they come home!
As usual, we will be taking part in World Book Day on Thursday 7th March. However,
we recognise that in recent years the event has become stressful for some parents as they
race around trying to source a costume, whilst for other parents, this can be a really
positive experience. Sticking to the heart of the day, we want to promote an enjoyment and
love of reading and therefore, if you’d like your child to come in carefully made costumes.
then that would be great but if you don’t have time for this, then please come in colourful
clothing.

Week of 15/02/19
Rec  Psrielle Boateng
Y1  Freddy Mower
Y2  Freddie Rukin
Y3  Charlie Brown
Y4  Philip Moriarty
Y5  Year 5
Y6  Mayur Panchal

Reducing our
carbon footprint
We’ve been doing a fair bit of
work over the past 18 months to
reduce our carbon footprint and
improve our environmental status.
Following the installation of LED
lighting, the new boiler and our
window
walling,
we
have
managed to dramatically reduce
our energy certificate on display in
the entrance hall from 114 to 87
(100 is average). There is more to
do in this area but we are
confident next year’s figures will
be even better after a year with
the window walling.
In the meantime, the School
Council have been talking about
recycling and are keen to reduce
our use of plastics and be better
at recycling everyday items.
Watch this space for the
outcomes of these discussions!

